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Arsenic & Old Lace
The entire action of the play takes place in the living room of the
Brewster home in Brooklyn.

Act I

An Afternoon in September.
Act II
That same night.
Act III
Scene 1: Later that night.

Lighting Design/Light Board Operator - Jalen McDonough
This is Jalen’s first production with PCHP. Last summer she was a sound technician for
Trollwood Performing Arts School’s production of Beauty and the Beast. Previously, she
has stage managed for Oklahoma, Little Shop of Horrors, and Annie. In addition, last
spring she was the student director for NBHS’s spring play, You Can’t Take It With You.
She would like to give thanks to Laura for being a wonderful director and mentor. She
would also like to thank Zach for always supporting her.

Costumer - JoLynn Howard
JoLynn has been costuming for the Heritage Players for as long as any of us can remember! Her credits for community theater are too numerous to mention, but she never fails
to do a superior job in creating the right look for each character. Thankfully she’s found
great assistants as the “Grandma Duties” to her first grandchild Lennex are calling!

Stage Manager - Bethany Cleary
This is Bethany's first venture stage managing and she has enjoyed the opportunity to
learn something new and experience theatre from a different perspective. Bethany has
been involved with Heritage Players in Noises Off and Nunsense. She enjoys being able
to meet new people and work with others to create entertaining shows for the community. Bethany made her theatrical debut in Fiddler on the Roof at the age of 7 and has enjoyed being involved with theatre in variety of ways whether audience member or participant ever since.

Scene 2: Early the next morning.

Crew
There will be a 10 minute intermission between each Act.

Props Master . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ceal Regnier
Scenic Artists . . . . . . . . . .

Rachel Bigelow & Laura Michels

Set Construction - Alan Gosen, Joh n Mo nson , Ceal Regnier , Gr eg
Regnier, Dennis Howard, Mary Ellen Sauser, Elisa Mill, Anna Reiser, Darcy
Stransky, Becky Schueller, Emily Schueller, Gavin Schueller, Jay Odegard,
Mike Gainor, Jared Dyrdahl, Miranda Dyrdahl, Effie Dyrdahl, Laura Michels,
Rachel Bigelow, Jon Bigelow, Scott Tolzmann, Nick Basta, Paul Willard, Bethany Cleary, Ben Michels

Special Thanks to Jon Bigelow for donating his time and talents to
promote the show.

Madeline Gilman
diamonddancemn@gmail.com
www.diamonddancemn.com

Artistic Staff

The Cast

Director - Laura Michels

Mary Ellen Sauser - Abby Brewster

This is Laura’s directing debut with PCHP! She is one of the directors for North
Branch Area High School and works in the Media Center at PCHS. Laura majored in
Technial Theatre at BYU-Idaho where she was the charge scenic artist for 2 years.
Previously with Heritage Players, Laura has been vocal director for Nunsense and
appeared onstage in The Music Man as Eulalie MacKecknie Shinn, the mayor’s wife
and Bye Bye Birdie as Mrs. Mae Peterson. Currently she is also directing North
Branch’s spring show, Blithe Spirit. She would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time and talents to make this show happen, as well as her amazing husband for his continued love and support.

A familiar face with the Heritage Players, Mary Ellen
Sauser has performed in shows such as Quilters, Nunsense, South Pacific, Steel Magnolias, and State
Fair. Mary Ellen recently retired, after 36 years as an
American History teacher, at Pine City Schools. Mary
Ellen's hobbies are a bit tamer than the character she
plays in this show. In her free time she likes to knit,
golf, read, garden, and get steps on her Fitbit. As the
oldest of five, she's been practicing the role of the
"bossy" older sister all her life.

Assistant Director - Dennis Howard
Twenty-five years the Heritage Players have been lucky to have Dennis Howard (and
the entire Howard family!) as part of the Heritage Players. He has helped build sets,
been a stage manager, and played roles in a number of past productions. This is his
first venture into directing, and he has been having a wonderful time! His most recent appearance on stage was as Father O’Malley in Nunsense. His newest favorite
role? Grandpa Howard. He is enjoying his time with the most adorable granddaughter, Lennex.

Technical Director - Jay Schueller
Jay works year round doing the thing that he loves - theatre. He is employed by the
University of Northwestern and Totino Grace High School. He also does freelance
work for almost every high school between Pine City & Forest Lake. His credits in the
role as Technical Director span every show that the heritage Players have produced
since 2005, having only missed one show with the company in the last 12 years.

Paula Schluck - Martha Brewster
This is Paula’s first show with Pine City Heritage Players.
She is thrilled to be a part of such a talented community
theatre. She has been pursuing theatre roles for 4 decades.
Yes, that’s a long time. Most recently, she was featured as a
Chandelier in Beauty in the Beast for Play Inc. She has been
blessed to be cast in many leading and supporting roles in
local theatre productions around the Twin Cities including
Maria/ Sound of Music, Marian/Music Man, Rosemary/
How to Succeed, Nancy/Oliver, Tzeitel/Fiddler on the Roof
and Lily St. Regis/Annie. Paula has a degree from the U of
M in Communications with an emphasis in Broadcasting. Paula would like to thank all her family and friends for
supporting her and Community Theatre for all these years. I
love you to the moon and back!

Sound Designer/Sound Board Operator - Nick Basta

Calvin Cheney - Mortimer Brewster

Nick’s previous exploits with the Heritage Players is extensive. He has done sound
design for several shows as well as performed on stage. Most recently, he was the
assistant director and sound designer for First Person Shooter, PCHS’s One Act Play
and was acting Technical Director for Rush City HS’s spring show, The Brothers
Grimm Spetaculathon. He is excited to be working with Heritage Players again!

Calvin is a college student who is a double major in
both theatre and business. This is his first time on stage
with the Heritage Players and his first encounter with
Arsenic and Old Lace, and he’s thoroughly enjoying
them . You may have seen him recently in Play Inc.’s
Beauty & The Beast. He hopes you enjoy the show!

Scott Tolzmann - Teddy “Roosevelt” Brewster
Scott is excited to be taking the stage as Teddy Brewster! Having recently closed a production of "Beauty &
the Beast" with Play Inc. Arts, he is very glad to be part
of the thriving theatre community here in East Central
MN. He'd like to thank his family and friends for their
love and support, our fantastic production team for their
impeccable work, and you for joining us for this performance!
"Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the
chance to work hard at work worth doing."
-Teddy Roosevelt

Jay Odegard - Officer Klein
Jared Dyrdahl - Jonathan Brewster
Jared has been immersed in his first theatre experience
for Arsenic & Old Lace. Prior to dipping his toes in the
acting waters, Jared lived an enchanted existence rearing
his first-born child, teaching at Pine City High School,
coaching a talented Speech team and eagerly awaiting
the opening of this year’s edition of the Minnesota State
Fair. He would like to thank his wife, daughter and soul
mate (Kisser) for their support, his directors for their
patience and his cast mates for an amazing experience.

This is Jay’s first time back on stage since he was in the
Heritage Players production of A Murder is Announced
back in 1994. Prior to that he played the part of Elwood
Dowd in Harvey, Pastor David in The Foreigner, and Charlie Cowell in The Music Man. He also appeared in Cinderella, Fiddler, Bye Bye Birdie and Once Upon a Mattress. He
is so glad to be a part of this group of talented individuals
once again. Pine City area is truly blessed to have the Heritage Players in their back yard! He would like to thank his
wife for not only taking a call
from Dennis Howard in late
February, but then actually
deciding not to keep his call a secret!

Michael Filler - Officer Brophy
Keith Bredeson - Dr. Einstein
Keith is very pleased to be joining the Pine City Heritage
Players. This is his second time doing Arsenic. He previously played Lt. Rooney. Previous roles he has had include: Captain Keller in The Miracle Worker, Old Joe in
A Christmas Carol and Dr. Chausible in The Importance
of Being Earnest. He has also been in the Chorus for
My Fair Lady and The Producers.

Rachel Bigelow - Elaine Harper
Rachel has a degree in Theatre Arts from the University
of Minnesota where she studied acting, scenic artistry,
and stage management. She now works as a special education teacher in Rush City, where she resides with her
husband, Jon, and their new baby boy, Regan. This is
Rachel's third performance on stage with Heritage Players, although she has enjoyed working on each of the
shows for the past few years in many capacities including
director, scenic artist, and choreographer. She is very
excited to be back on stage for her first time in two years.
She hopes you enjoy the show!

Mike Gainor - Reverend Harper
Mike Gainor is excited to reprise the role of the Reverend
Dr. Harper because he played the same part in high
school and has an interesting story about that. He works
for the Pine City Pioneer, a job he got after marrying a
beautiful, funny Pine City woman nine years ago this
April. He’s grateful to the Heritage Players and the whole
arts community in Pine City for all they do, and considers himself a lucky, lucky man.

Michael first joined the Pine City Heritage Players last
winter when he sang for Songs of the Stage- White Christmas. Now he get to perform Arsenic and Old Lace. He
was involved in various plays and choir back in high
school, and he has really enjoyed getting back into it! He
would like to thank you all for supporting this group!

Miranda Burger - Officer O’Hara
This is Miranda’s 3rd venture with the Heritage Players.
Previously, she was in Bye Bye Birdie and Dreaming of a
White Christmas. Miranda enjoys her time in Community
Theatre. If she’s not on stage with the Heritage Players she
can be found near her hometown as President of the Village
Players Community Theatre Board, where she’s active performing as well. With a Film major under her belt, and continued Theatre experience, she plans to pursue both in her
future. She’d like to thank the Heritage Players for the opportunities they’ve given her, the cast and crew for making
this experience amazing, and her family and friends for their
endless support. She hopes you
enjoy the show!

Stephen Farquharson - Lt. Rooney
This is Steve's fourth show with the Pine City Heritage
Players. Previously he was in State Fair, All because of
Agatha, and Leaving Iowa. Most recently Steve played
the role of Scrooge in A Christmas Carol, and was in Beauty and the Beast. When not on stage, Steve enjoys spending time with his wonderful family (especially on the
North Shore), and he is very thankful for the love and
support from his wife and best friend Cheryl, who lets him
be a "character." Steve hopes you enjoy this funny show.

Elisa Mill - Mr. Witherspoon
Beginning with her very first role as a 13-year-old playing
an elderly widow, Elisa has been cast in a variety of roles.
From a grieving widow to an innkeeper, a mayor’s wife, a
nun (several times) and the Virgin Mary on the stage of
the Ordway. Now cast as Mr. Witherspoon, Elisa makes
her first stage appearance as a man. Her mother would be
so proud. Elisa says, “the fun part about acting is being
something that you are not.” Her various roles certainly
embrace that attitude.

